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Primary Source Analysis: Buddhism
[bookmark: _GoBack]DIRECTIONS: Using Google, find the basic definitions of Buddhism. Then read and analyze the selection from the Buddha’s First Sermon and answer the questions below. Be sure to answer the questions in complete sentences.
[image: ]                                   Buddhism




[image: ]1. What information does the Buddha’s First Sermon provide about the Eightfold Path and the Four Noble Truths?



2. How does Buddhism compare to Hinduism?
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Source: Buddha's Fiest Sermon, India circa 500 B.CE.

It is the Eightfold Path, namely, Right Belief [understanding the truth about the universalty of
suffering], Right Aspiration [preparing for the journey to Enlightenment by frecing onc’s mind of il
wil..., desire, and cruelty], Right Speech [abstaining from lying, harsh language, and gossip] Right
Conduct [acting honestly by avoiding killing... and stealing], Right Occupation [avoiding any
occupation that harms direetly or indirectly any living being], Right Endeavor [going beyond simply
acting morally, a person avoids all disteactions and temprations], Right Contemplations [focusing
entire mind fully on... issues such as lie, suffering and dearh], Right Meditation [total discipline of
the mind, body, and spirit leading t a state of absolute awareness that transcends consciousness.

This....is the Noble Truth of Suffering: Birth is suffering; decay is suffering, illness is suffering,
death is suffering. Presence of objects we hat is suffering; Separation from objects we love is
Suffering; not to obiain what we desire is suffering. Briefly..., clinging to existence is suffering.

This....is the Noble Truth of the Cause of Suffering: [Desire] that leads to rebirth. .. This [desire] is
threefold, namely, thisst for pleasure, thirst for existence, thirst for prosperity.

This.... is the Noble Truth of the Cessation of suffering it ceases with the complete cessation of
[desice]...

This....is the Noble Truth of the Path which leads to the cessation of suffering: that Holy Eightfold
Path... that is to say Right Belief, Right Aspiration, Right Speech, Right Behavior, Right
Oceupation, Right Findeavor, Right Contemplation, Right Meditation.

And this knowledge and insight arose in my mind: The emancipation of my mind cannot be lost;
this s my last birth; hence I shall not be born again.





