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Primary Source Analysis: Hinduism
[bookmark: _GoBack]DIRECTIONS: Using Google, find the basic definitions of Hinduism and Bhagavad Gita. Then read and analyze the selection from the Bhagavad Gita and answer the questions below. Be sure to answer the questions in complete sentences.
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1. What was the impact of Hinduism on the social structure of India during the Classical period?





2. What information does the Bhagavad Gita provide about the caste system?
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Source: The Bhagarud Gila, India, circa 1200 B.C.E.

Having regard to your own duty also, you ought not to falter, for there is nothing better for a
Kshatriya [warriors] than a rightcous batdle.... The fourfold division of castes was created by me
according to the appointment of qualities and dutics.... The dutics of Brahmins, Kshatriya, and
Vaisyas, and of Sudras too... are distinguished according to the qualities born of nature. Tranquility,
restraints of the senses, penmance, purity, forgiveness, strightforwardness, also knowledge,
experience, and belief in the future world, this is the naural duty of Brahmins. Valor, glory,
courage, dexterity, not slinking away from battle, gifes, exercise of lordly power, this is natural duty
of Kshatriyas. Agriculture, tending cattle, trade, this is the natural duty of Vaisyas. And the natural
duty of Sudras, 00, consists in service. Every man intent on his own respective dutics obtains

perfection.





